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 Introduction to Judaism 2010 Syllabus

Bruchim Ha’Ba’im (welcome) to the 2010 Introduction to Judaism program!  

This syllabus contains information about the topics that will be covered each week as well as the required and recommended readings for each session. 

Please do ALL the required readings and as much of the recommended (and any further) reading as time and interest dictate.  Your learning and the success of the class is largely dependent on all participants (including Jews-by-birth) completing the readings prior to each session. 

Classes are held at Temple Beth Israel, begin at 7:30pm sharp and conclude at approximately 9:30pm.
Please carefully note the festivals and other events listed (shaded rows).   

The class sessions are timed to anticipate important events in the Jewish calendar and your attendance at festivals and other events is an integral part of the program. Please check Temple Time, www.tbi.org.au , or other congregational bulletins for details of service times. 
Required Texts (usually available at TBI): 

Rabbi Wayne Dosick - “Living Judaism – The complete guide to Jewish belief, tradition, and practice” 

Also: JCCV diary; Gates of Prayer (Mishkan T’filah from August 2010),
 Gates of Repentance, TaNaKh. 
Recommended  Texts (all usually available at TBI): 

Louis Jacobs - “The Book of Jewish Belief” & “The Book of Jewish Practice”

Aaron Starr - “A Taste of Hebrew – A do-it-yourself Hebrew primer for adults”. 

Linda Motzkin - “Aleph isn’t Tough – An introduction to Hebrew for Adults book 1” (Books 2-4 and flashcards also available)

Introduction to Judaism Course Instructors for Second Semester 2010:

Rabbi Kim Ettlinger (KE)
Rabbi Aviva Kipen (AK)

Rabbi Fred Morgan (FM)
Yaakov Legarda 
Gabbi Sar Shalom
Introduction to Hebrew instructors:

Karen Rosauer &  Albert Bentata 
Please check with the TBI office for dates of the Introduction to Hebrew courses held in both semesters through the year. 

Introduction to Judaism Coordinator:

Rabbi Fred Morgan – ph 9510 1488, Email: rabbi.fred.morgan@tbi.org.au
Introduction to Judaism Administrator:

Oonagh Thomas – ph 9510 1488, Email: oonagh.thomas@tbi.org.au 

Semester A
February 2nd-June 29th, 2010
	Date

&

Location
	Unit/Topic
	Instructor

	
	New Year of the Trees – Tu B’Shevat - Saturday Jan 30th
	

	Feb 2

	Welcome & Orientation (all students).
Choosing Judaism, Tu B’Shevat,
Required reading: Dosick pp. 65-71 &155-156, 
Also Required: 30 Questions pp. 25

	RG

	Feb 9

	The three pillars of Judaism: God, Torah and Israel.

Jewish Understandings of God.
Required readings: Dosick pp. 1-17
Also Required: 30 Questions
 pp. 2,3,34,35

Recommended Readings: Jacobs
 ch. 1&2; 

	GZ

	
	Jewish Holy Time  – Overview & Spring Festivals


	

	Feb 16

	Jewish Time, the Jewish Yearly Cycle. 

Required: Dosick pp. 119-126, 

Also Required: 30 Questions pp. 41
**Bring a Jewish Calendar/JCCV Diary** 

Recommended Reading: Jacobs ch.12


	FM


	Feb 23

	Purim, the Scroll of Esther.  Special Sabbaths.
 Required: Dosick pp. 156-157, 158-161

Also Required: Read the whole Book of Esther, which can be found in your TaNaKh
  in the Writings section.

**Bring a TaNaKh**


	FM

	
	Purim – Sat night/Sunday Feb 27/28
	

	March 2


	Key Jewish Concepts: Kedushah, Mitzvah, Ethical Monotheism, the role of ritual, Tikkun Olam, Jewish Peoplehood . The “Chosen People”.
Required: Dosick pp. 19, 30-42 & 51-54

Recommended Readings: Jacobs ch.4&23; 30 Questions pp. 9,36,37,46


	FM

	March 9

	Pesach 1 

History, themes, preparing for Pesach in our homes.

Required: Dosick pp. 162-174 & 118

**Bring a Haggadah**


	RG

	March 16


	Pesach 2 – 

The Seder & finding our way around the Haggadah.  

Pesach songs and recipes. 

Same readings as last week.

**Bring a Haggadah**

 
	RG


	March 23

	Sefirat Ha’Omer, Shavuot  & The Book of Ruth. 

Ruth as the quintessential Jew by choice. 

Required: Dosick pp. 174-181 & 65-71

Also Required: Read the whole Book of Ruth found in the Writings section of your TaNaKh.

**Bring a TaNaKh**

Recommended Reading: Jacobs ch 5. 


	AK

	Starts evening March 29th
	Pesach 

  See Temple Time for service times for days one and seven.  You are strongly encouraged to attend a congregational seder. Generally LBC holds one on the first night, TBI holds one on the second night of Pesach.  Bookings essential.
	

	March 30 
	NO CLASS  (PESACH)
	

	April 6

	Yom HaShoah U’Gevurah - The Holocaust & anti-Semitism.

Anticipating visit to Jewish Holocaust Centre  & JCCV commemoration. 
Required: Dosick pp. 181-194

Recommended Readings: Jacobs ch 17 & 18


	GZ


	*Special Event
	Visit to Jewish Holocaust Centre
, Sunday, April 11th, 10:30am
Includes presentation by a survivor, tour of museum and post tour discussion with facilitating rabbi.

 
	GZ

	Special Event
	Yom Hashoah U’Gevurah – Holocaust Remembrance Day.

 Community observances are held on Sunday night, April 11th.
	

	April 13

	Yom HaZikaron & Yom Ha’atzmaut

Israel’s Place in the Jewish World Today. 

Key Symbols of the Jewish State.  

Israel and the Diaspora.

Required: Dosick pp. 195-196, 334-336, 342-355

Also Required: 30 Questions pp. 47-49

	GZ

	Special Event
	Yom Hazikaron – Memorial Day for Israel’s Fallen Soldiers Community observance evening Sunday 18th April
	

	Special Event
	Yom Ha’Atzma’ut – Israel Independence Day
Community observances are held on Monday evening 19th April 
	

	April 20th 

	Check in/ask the Rabbi session. 

An opportunity to reflect on the semester so far, particularly the festivals and observances of the previous several weeks, and to discuss any questions/issues that have arisen. 

No required reading.  


	GZ


	
	Jewish Worship


	

	April 27 

	Introductory Concepts & Terms, 
Prayer in Place of Temple Worship, Times of Prayer,  Synagogue and its ritual objects, Synagogue People, Worship Practices, The “Uniform” of Jewish Prayer.  Key Jewish Symbols. 

Required: Dosick pp. 201-225, 275-284 

Also Required – New Union Prayer Book (=Gates of Prayer = Sha’arei Tefillah) Read Contents & Introduction (pp.vii-xiii)

Recommended reading: Jacobs ch 14
**Bring Gates of Prayer/Mishkah T’filah **


	GZ

	May 4

	Siddur  & the Structure of our Services

Definitions of Siddur and Machzor.

Outline of the Prayer Service.

Key Prayers & their Meanings. 

Required: Dosick pp. 116-117, 226-229

**Bring Gates of Prayer/Mishkah T’filah**

Recommended Readings: Jacobs ch 13


	GZ

	May 11

	Ways of understanding Jewish Prayer. 

 Gender in Prayer & Other Key Concerns of Progressive Judaism with Respect to Prayer.

Required: Dosick pp.  229-245 

Also Required: 30 Questions pp. 21, 30, 31

**Bring  Gates of Prayer/Mishkah T’filah **



	GZ

	Evening May 18
	Shavuot – All-night study, Revelation, Ruth and Dairy Foods!

Attend your congregation’s Erev Shavuot Programming including service & Tikkun Leil Shavuot.  Morning service on June 30.

See Temple Time or your congregation’s bulletin for details.

Review -   Dosick pp. 176-181


	

	May 25
	No Class (Rabbinic Conference)
	

	
	The Days of Our Lives – The Jewish Lifecycle


	

	June 1

	Concept of Brit (covenant), Birth to Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

A discussion about circumcision. 

Required: Dosick pp. 17-19 & 285-295


	FM

	June 8

	Relationships, Marriage & Divorce. 

Key Terms, Values & Concepts. 

Mikveh, Taharat Hamishpachah, Bet Din.

Required: Dosick pp. 295-303, 269-275

Also Required: 30 Questions pp. 42-44
Recommended Readings: Jacobs ch 25 

	FM

	June 15

	Jewish Burial & Mourning Practices. 

The Mourner’s Kaddish.

Required: Dosick pp. 303-312


	RG


	June 22

	Jewish Beliefs about the Afterlife.  

Jewish Understandings of the Messiah. 

Required Dosick pp. 313-322, 43-50
Recommended Reading: Jacobs ch 26 & 27

	RG


	June 29

	Ask the Rabbi session. 

An opportunity to reflect at the end of the semester and to discuss questions that have arisen.  End of semester party.
No required reading.

	GZ


Semester B
July 13- December 7, 2010
	Date 

&

Location
	Unit/Topic
	Instructor

	July 13

	Welcome & Orientation (all students).

Choosing Judaism. 

Dosick pp. 65-71 


	FM

	
	Tisha b’Av – 25 hour fast day. 
VUPJ service at TBI on Monday 19th July , 7.00pm
	

	
	Who are we and How did we get here? 

	

	July 20

	God, Torah & Israel.
Who are we?  -the diversity of the Jewish People in our own time.  

Sephardim, Ashkenazim, Edot HaMizrach & Modern Denominations/Streams. 

The Melbourne Jewish Community as a case study for the diversity that exists in Jewish life today. 

Required: Dosick pp. 1-6
, 51-64
30 questions: pp. 2-3
Recommended Reading: The Book of Jewish Belief by LouisJacobs ch 16

BRING: JCCV diary (for the Directory of Victorian Jewish Organisations).

	FM


	July 27

	How did we get here? – Creation through 135 CE. 
The Biblical Period through the destruction of the Temples and the dawn of the Rabbinic Period. Tisha b’Av.

Required: Dosick pp. 357-362, 196-199  
NOTE: the dates & events on the timeline on p. 358 are essential basics that you are strongly encouraged to memorize to help place Jewish history & literature into context.

	AK

	Aug 3

	How did we get here? – 200 CE-17th Cenutry

The Rabbinic and Geonic periods. The “Golden age of Spain” & the expulsion.  The Middle Ages.

Required: Dosick pp. 363-366  


	Yaakov Legarda 



	Aug 10

	How did we get here? – 17th through early 20th centuries. 

The various Jewish responses to Enlightenment & Modernity. 

Required: Dosick pp. 366-370. Review p. 358.


	AK

	
	Jewish Holy Time – The Autumn Festivals


	

	Aug 17

	Brief Overview/Review of the Jewish Calendar  with a focus on the  Elul-Tishrei festival cycle.

Themes, Symbols, Practices of Elul, Selichot, Rosh Hashanah, 

Required: Dosick pp. (117), 119-126 &130-134
**Bring Gates of Repentance**

Recommended Readings: The Book of Jewish Belief  ch 20 & 22

	Gabbi Sar Shalom

	Aug 24

	Yom Kippur &  Aseret Yemai Teshuvah 
(the Ten Days of Repentance). A look at key prayers in the Machzor  for  Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  
Required: Dosick pp. 117, 134-138
**Bring Gates of Repentance**

Recommended Readings: Jacobs ch 20 & 22

	Gabbi Sar Shalom

	Aug 31

	Sin, Repentance & Forgiveness in Judaism. The book of Jonah
Required Dosick pp. 139-146, The Book of Jonah.

**Bring Gates of Repentance & TaNaKh**


	Gabbi Sar Shalom

	
	Selichot Service anticipates the High Holy Days

Late Saturday Night,  September  4th.
	

	Sept 7
	NO CLASS
	

	
	First Day Rosh Hashanah Thursday 9th September.

(The erev (evening) service is on Wednesday night, Sept 8th)

Jewish New Year
	

	
	Second Day Rosh Hashanah, Friday 10th September
	

	
	Shabbat Shuvah September 11th
	

	Sept 14
	NO CLASS
	

	
	Yom Kippur Saturday 18th September
(Kol Nidre on evening of Friday 17th September)

Day of Atonement, 25 hour fast.
	

	Sept 21

	Sukkot & Simchat Torah – Themes, Symbols. 
Book of Ecclesiastes.  In the Sukkah & Friedlander.
Required Dosick 147-151

Also at least Skim-Read The Book of Ecclesiastes (found in the Writings section of your TaNaKh).  

**Bring TaNaKh **


	KE


	
	Sukkot first Day, 23rd September 
	

	Sept 28

In the Sukkah!
	Ask the Rabbi session! 

An opportunity to reflect on the semester so far and to discuss any questions/issues that have arisen especially during the High Holy Days.

No required reading.  Wear warm clothes!

	KE

	
	Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah

 – finish and re-start yearly Torah reading cycle.  

Wednesday night/Thursday  Sept 29th /30th. 

	

	
	The People of the Book

	

	Oct 5

	Literature – TaNaKh
. Key Contents, Terms & Concepts.
Torah Shebichtav (Written Torah), The Apocrypha. 
Who Wrote the Bible? How Is the Bible ‘True’?

Required: Dosick pp. 73-93. Review pp. 357-362  

**Bring a TaNaKh**

Recommended Readings: Jacobs ch 3 & 6

	FM

	Oct 12

	Literature – Concept of Torah ShB’al Peh (Oral Torah). Rabbinic Judaism. Brief introduction to : Mishnah, Gemara & Talmud., Rabbinic Bible Commentaries,  Codification of Jewish Law  (Halachah), Midrash,  Zohar & Kabbalah. 

Required Dosick pp. 93-105 & 114-116 

Review pp. 358, 363-366

Recommended Reading: Jacobs ch 7

	FM

	
	Jewish Living – Turning the Everyday into the Sacred


	

	Oct 19

	Living a Jewish life – 

An Overview of Important Jewish Values & Practices.
Halakhah (Jewish Law) in Progressive Judaism.
Required: Dosick pp.30-42
, 106-113 & 247-256
Also Required: “30 Questions” pp. 31-37

Recommended Readings: Jacobs ch 19, 21, 24, 29

	FM

	Oct 26

	Making Jewish Choices for Living: 

Kashrut.  

What we eat as an expression of kedushah 

 and as a model for Jewish decision making.  

Dosick pp. 256-268

Recommended Readings: Jacobs ch 15

	KE


	Nov 2
	No Class (Melbourne Cup Day)
	

	Nov 9

	Making Jewish Choices for Living: 

Shabbat 

Required: Dosick pp. 127-130 
Also Required: 30 Questions pp. 40

Recommended Reading: Jacobs ch 11

	KE



	Nov 16

	Zionism and the History of the State of Israel
.

Required: Dosick pp. 369-374 & 323-341. Review p. 358

Recommended Reading: Jacobs ch 18

	FM

	Nov 23
	No Class (Moetzah – rabbinic conference)
	

	Nov 30

	Chanukah – Lights in the Middle of Winter (Yes, Winter!)

The “December Dilemma” – 

Living as Jews in a predominantly  non-Jewish society. 
Dosick pp. 151-155


	KE 

	
	Chanukah Dec 1/2- 9
	

	Dec 7
Seventh  night of Chanukah
	Ask the Rabbi. 

An opportunity to reflect at the end of the semester and to discuss questions that have arisen.  Light Candle #7. End of year party!
No required reading.


	FM


Prepared by Rabbi Gersh Zylberman, & Rabbi Fred MorganTemple Beth Israel, 2010
� Levi, JS “Our Place in the World – Thirty Questions About Progressive Judaism”, UPJ, 2003


� Jacobs, Louis, “The Book of Jewish Belief”, Behrman House, 1984


� yes, Spring! Judaism is orientated to the seasons in the Northern hemisphere.


� TaNaKh = Hebrew acronym for Torah (the five books of Moses), Nevi’im (Prophets) & Ketuvim (Writings), otherwise known as the Hebrew Bible, or by Christians as the “Old Testament”.   


� 13 -15 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick. http://www.jhc.org.au/   Small entry fee payable on the day.


� Please note that the history of Israel and Zionism is covered in the second semester. 


� Please note: Study of the Mourner’s Kaddish will be left for the class on mourning practices later in the semester.


� This part of the required reading is revision for participants entering their second semester.


� Yes, the Autumn Festivals! (Judaism is northern-hemisphere season orientated!)


� TaNaKh = Hebrew acronym for Torah (the five books of Moses), Nevi’im (Prophets) & Ketuvim (Writings), otherwise known as the Hebrew Bible, or by Christians as the “Old Testament”.   





� This part of the reading is revision for participants in their second semester. 


� Please note that there is also a session on Israel in semester A in which the focus is on Israel’s place in the Jewish world today. The Shoah (Holocaust) is covered in Semester A around the observance of Yom haShoah u’Gevurah. 
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